
Southeastern Massachusetts Association of Student Councils  
 

Hello, S.E.M.A.S.C! 
 

Imagine yourself surfing. What comes to mind? If you are anything like me, you might have called to 
mind countless failures and flops on your childhood wakeboard at the local beach. Did you think of how 
threatening a massive wave must seem or did you imagine how daring it would feel to ride the wave? Did 
you imagine yourself riding it with insecurity, caution, and fear, or rather with confidence, courage, and 
resilience? My guess is that you likely did not envision yourself as a graceful or confident surfer.  

In surfing as also in leadership, it is so tempting to dismiss the opportunity to take a risk because the 
wipe-out seems inevitable. Yet, we have the potential to master what we call the Impact Zone -the riskiest 
yet most promising spot on a crashing wave. Will you have the vision, courage, and resilience to ride the 
wave of change and master your Impact Zone? 

All surfers share the belief that we must protect our environment to keep what we enjoy from harm. 
Recognizing the modern threat to our marvelous marine ecosystems, the S.E.M.A.S.C. Executive Board is 
committed to sustainability and environmental stewardship. Therefore, I am ecstatic to announce that the 
S.E.M.A.S.C. Charity for the 2019-2020 school year is the National Marine Life Center. The NMLC, a 
non-profit marine life hospital and education center, utilizes its facilities and resources to advance scientific 
discovery and education in marine life conservation. We are asking that each attendee to the Fall Conference 
arrives with one item on the NMLC Wish List, as specified in the Charity Letter on our website 
www.semasc.com. Updates regarding our charity will be provided on our website and at each conference. 

The yearlong theme “Surf’s Up, SEMASC!” revolves around developing the vision, courage, and 
resilience needed to ride the wave of change and make the most of the Impact Zone.The theme will be 
presented through three phases of leadership. Fall Conference will be titled “Surf’s Up, SEMASC: Scan the 
Horizon,” encouraging us all to see the opportunities before us and prepare to enact our vision. Winter 
Conference, titled “Surf’s Up, SEMASC: Ride the Wave” focuses on braving the obstacles one must face 
when riding the wave of change. Lastly, Spring Conference is titled “Surf’s Up, SEMASC: Come out of 
the Barrel.” Here, we will reflect on the course of the year, and discover that, regardless of how many times 
we have wiped out, we are resilient and strong. Through the yearlong theme, I hope you gain the vision, 
courage, and resilience that will bring true leadership excellence to your communities! 

The S.E.M.A.S.C. Executive Board is honored to collaborate with Walpole High School to host the 
2019 S.E.M.A.S.C Fall Conference on October 25, 2019. The conference theme “Making Strides with 
SEMASC” challenges us all to Scan the Horizon for opportunities to take risks as we fight for causes dear 
to our hearts; as young leaders, we have the potential to make waves and make change. To show our 
solidarity with those affected by cancer, pink attire is strongly encouraged for the conference. Prepare 
yourselves not only for a lively conference, but also for innovative and intriguing workshops, a 
conference-wide walk against cancer, and the election of the 2019-2020 President-Elect! For those 
interested in becoming a candidate, I strongly urge you to do so. My journey on the board has molded me 
into a  better leader, citizen, and friend. Our leadership journey this year will continue at our Winter 
Conference at Foxborough Regional Charter School on January 15, 2020 and our Spring Conference at 
Bishop Stang High School on April 13, 2020. 
     I am honored to represent and serve you as your S.E.M.A.S.C. President. If at any point in your 
leadership journey, you seek advice, encouragement, or clarification, I am more than happy to chat with you 
via email at mforgue20st@bishopstang.org. Now at the peak of the wave of change, we resolve to make 
the most of the impact zone, no matter how many times we wipe out. Surf’s up SEMASC! Will you choose 
to scan the horizon, ride the wave, and come out of the barrel? 
 
Sincerely,  
Myles Forgue 
S.E.M.A.S.C. President 
Bishop Stang High School 

http://www.semasc.com/
mailto:mforgue20st@bishopstang.org

